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Alex Evans became passionate about space in the eighth grade, 
regarding it as the ultimate frontier. His insatiable curiosity eventually 
led him to MIT, where he is a graduate student in the Department 
of Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences (EAPS). He chose EAPS 
because of its breadth, flexibility, and interdisciplinary approach 
to research. “EAPS lets me chart my own path rather than follow 
someone else’s,” says Alex, who is studying not only the development 
of terrestrial planets but also the evolution of Earth’s biosphere. 
The two are complementary, he says, and should give him a better 
understanding of planetary processes in general.

Only in a department like EAPS could Alex study both planetary 
sciences and geobiology. Indeed, EAPS’ intellectual horizons encompass 
nearly every aspect of the natural world, extending from the 
inaccessible depths of the Earth’s interior to the far reaches of the galaxy. 
Faculty and students work in a wide range of disciplines, including 
geology, geochemistry, geophysics, geobiology, atmospheric science, 
oceanography, astronomy, and planetary science. They investigate deep, 
fundamental questions, such as the possibility of life on other planets, 
and problems with societal implications, such as natural hazards, climate 
change, and the sustainable use of the world’s resources. EAPS is also a 
vibrant learning community, known for its emphasis on hard, quantitative 
science, hands-on training, and the cross fertilization of ideas. 

The department’s emphasis on fieldwork — in addition to theory, 
experimentation, and modeling—also sets it apart from other MIT 
departments and many of its peers. Faculty members are the Indiana 
Jones’s of MIT, traveling all over the world to collect data and samples. 
EAPS students are strongly encouraged to do field work as well. This 
includes many undergraduates, who spend January break doing just that.

EAPS is one of the pre-eminent departments in the geosciences, ranking 
#1 in US News and World Report. Our research is vital to MIT—and to 
the nation at large. Faculty and students are often at the forefront of 
debates on topics ranging from carbon capture and sequestration to 
space exploration, and EAPS research affects legislation, economics, 
and social welfare around the world.

A Leader in Energy and Environmental Research
EAPS is an important contributor to the Institute’s energy and 
environmental initiatives, particularly through its labs and centers. 

Alex Evans, graduate student researching 
the development of terrestrial planets and 
the evolution of Earth’s biosphere.

 

MIT Department of Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences

 

                                                                                                     

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 

To make a gift online, please visit: 

»  Support a graduate student for  
 one year: $70,000

»  Create a fund to seed research 
  in an area of your choice:   
 $100,000

»  Establish an endowed fellowship 
 to support one student each year 
 in perpetuity: $1 million 

 GIVING OPPORTUNITIES    

 GIVING ONLINE

Gifts in any amount are deeply valued.

http://eapsweb.mit.edu/alumni/
giving

EAPS Discretionary Fund   
(2635100)
Theodore Richard Madden 
Fellowship Fund (3305800)
M. Nafi Toksöz Fellowship Fund 
(3311750)



The Earth Resources Laboratory serves as MIT’s center for sub-surface 
energy science and is an important contributor to the MIT Energy 
Initiative. Research includes the identification and extraction of new 
sources of oil and gas, geological storage of carbon and nuclear waste, 
and the development and use of geothermal energy. 

EAPS’ work in climate is equally robust with a strong emphasis on 
fundamental research, involving theory, experiment, and numerical 
modeling. Our faculty members participate in the Lorenz Center, 
devoted to fundamental climate science, and the Center for Global 
Change Science, which creates detailed computer simulations 
anticipating future climate change. We are also strong in oceanography 
with many of our graduate students participating in the MIT-Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institute Joint Program.

How You Can Help

Graduate Students
EAPS’ 175 graduate students, like Alex Evans, are crucial to the strength 
of the department. They conduct much of our advanced research, teach 
and mentor undergraduates, and take the intellectual risks that lead to 
exciting new discoveries. You can ensure that EAPS continues to attract 
the best graduate students, and the best faculty, by funding graduate 
fellowships. This is more important now than ever, as government 
funding of research shrinks and competition among universities for 
talent intensifies. First-year fellowships are especially important as they 
allow us to bring the most imaginative young scientists to MIT, whether 
or not their interests match with a corporate or federal grant. As an 
undergraduate, Alex Evans majored in aerospace engineering, so during 
his first year at MIT he needed to brush up on organic chemistry and 
biology. A first-year fellowship gave him the freedom to complete his 
course work and explore his options.

 
Research Funding
Research funds in EAPS allow faculty, staff, and students to follow their 
curiosity and to conduct cutting-edge research that is often deemed 
too risky for federal funding. These funds support early-stage projects, 
including the purchase of lab equipment and supplies.

 Discretionary Support 
 Discretionary support gives the department the ability to seize new 
opportunities and to address pressing needs as they occur. This financial 
flexibility is critical, especially within an uncertain fiscal environment. In 
the past, these resources have been used to seed new ideas, to recruit 
and retain faculty, and to enrich the student educational experience.

For More Information

Dawn Adelson 
Senior Development Officer, EAPS 
dadelson@mit.edu | 617.253.0593

eapsweb.mit.edu

Undergraduate students explore New England 
geology as part of 12.001 Introduction to 
Geology.

 

Rob van der Hilst, the Schlumberger 
Professor of Earth Sciences, was named 
the new head of EAPS in January 2012. A 
distinguished seismologist, Rob served as 
director of EAPS’ Earth Resources Laboratory 
for eight years before taking on this new role.

Above he is in Iceland, October 2011, doing 
field work for a geothermal energy project.

“EAPS’ research directly addresses 
some of the key societal issues of our 
time…”
Rob van der Hilst, Department Head


