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• Professor David Wallace received the 

ASME Ben C. Sparks Medal for outstanding 

contributions that have transformed the 

way undergraduates across disciplines 

and cultures think about and practice 

mechanical engineering design.

• Professor Roger Kamm has been named 

the first recipient of ASME’s Robert M. 

Nerem Education and Mentorship Medal 

for demonstrating a sustained level of 

outstanding achievement in education and 

mentoring of trainees.

• Associate Professor Kripa Varanasi was 

awarded the Frank E. Perkins Award for 

Excellence in Graduate Advising for serving 

as an excellent advisor and mentor for 

graduate students.

• Associate Professor Cullen Buie, 

Professor John Lienhard, Professor 

Warren Seering, Professor David Trumper, 

Professor Evelyn Wang, and Professor 

Kamal Youcef-Toumi were all honored with 

MIT’s Committed to Caring Awards for 

making an impact in the lives of graduate 

students.

• Associate Professor Rohit Karnik received 

the School of Engineering’s Ruth and Joel 

Spira Awards for Excellence in Teaching.

• Professor Ian Hunter has been elected to 

the National Academy of Inventors.

Student News
• Graduate student Maher Damak won 

the Lemelson-MIT Student Prize in the 

graduate “Eat It!” category for his work 

making pesticides stickier to minimize 

runoff.

• An interdisciplinary team of five MIT 

students, including MechE sophomore 

Claire Traweek, developed a solution to 

improve medical care for refugees as part 

of the Vatican’s first-ever hackathon.

• A robot developed by MechE graduate 

student Ben Katz and EECS student Jared 

Di Carlo can solve a Rubik’s Cube in a 

record-breaking 0.38 seconds.

• Senior Julia Rue received a Laya and 

Jerome B. Wiesner Student Art Award 

for outstanding achievement in and 

contributions to the arts at MIT.

Tonio Buonassisi has developed 
a method to determine when and 
where advanced photovoltaics 
would be economic to install.

A new model 
developed by 
Anette ‘Peko’ 
Hosoi predicts 
how hairs on 
a bat’s tongue 
draw up nectar.
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New Engineering Education Transformation (NEET) is rethinking 
engineering education by offering students interdisciplinary threads – 
such as Autonomous Machines – within the framework of existing MIT 
engineering degrees.


